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Divided federal appeals court rules that 


his murder confession was not coerced {S5} 


Bruce Vielmetti and Tom Kertscher 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


A federal appeals court on Friday 
ruled 4-3 that Brendan Dassey’s convic- 
tion in what became known as the 
“Making A Murderer” case shouldn't be 
thrown out after all. 

The Chicago-based U.S. Seventh Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals decision rein- 
states Dassey’s conviction and sharply 


reduces his chances of getting out of 
prison, as his lawyers would have to get 
the U.S. Supreme Court to hear and re- 
verse Friday’s decision. 

Judge David Hamilton wrote the ma- 
jority opinion, joined by Judges Diane 
Sykes, Michael Kanne and Frank East- 
erbrook. They found that despite Das- 
sey’s age (he was 16 at the time), his low- 
er intellect and suggestibility, his con- 
fession that he helped his uncle, Steven 
Avery, kill Teresa Halbach at the fam- 
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ily’s Manitowoc junkyard 
in 2005 was not coerced. 

“Dassey spoke with 
the interrogators freely, 
after receiving and un- 
derstanding Miranda 
warnings, and with his 
mother’s consent,” Ham- 
ilton wrote. “The interrogation took 
place in a comfortable setting, without 
any physical coercion or intimidation, 
without even raised voices, and over a 
relatively brief time.” 

The majority was also swayed that 
Dassey gave “many of the most damn- 
ing details himself in response to open- 
ended questions” and resisted sugges- 
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Dassey’s conviction upheld 


tions of other particular details. 

The dissent, written by Judge Ilana 
Rovner and joined by Judges Diane 
Wood and Ann Williams, called the de- 
cision “a travesty of justice.” 

Dassey’s confession was coerced and 
should not have been admitted as evi- 
dence, Rovner wrote, noting there was 
little to no other evidence tying Dassey 
to the crime. 

“And even if we were to overlook the 
coercion, the confession is so riddled 
with input from the police that its use 
violates due process. Dassey will spend 
the rest of his life in prison because of 
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Sean Langley, a veteran who was homeless and on the street for several months, now stays in one of 15 tiny 
homes at the James A. Peterson Veterans Village and S.C. Johnson Community Center in Racine. See more 


photos at jsonline.com/news. MICHAEL SEARS / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Racine offers village that 
provides shelter as well 
as support services and 
food pantry for veterans 


USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


streets. 


Glancing up at the mat he no 
longer needs, he reveals mat- 
ter-of-factly how easy it is to 
freeze to death sleeping out- 
side. 

Langley no longer couch 
surfs or sleeps without a roof 
over his head. Right after 
Thanksgiving, he moved into 
the James A. Peterson Veterans 
Village in Racine, a complex of 
15 tiny homes and a community 
center with showers, laundry 
facilities, kitchen, food pantry 
and recreation areas that 
opened last month. 


During 9% years active duty in the Army, he served three 
tours in Iraq and one in Djibouti and worked as a forward ob- 
server, a skill that doesn’t easily translate into employment. 

“In the Army, I’m a valuable asset, but in the civilian world I 
might as well have no job experience,” the 33-year-old Langley 
said. “A lot of people tell me ‘thank you for your service’ but it 


didn’t translate into a job.” 


An estimated 1in 10 homeless people is a military veteran; 
roughly 40,000 veterans are homeless, according to the Na- 
tional Coalition for Homeless Veterans. An additional 1.4 mil- 
lion veterans are considered at risk of homelessness because of 
poverty, a lack of support networks and poor living conditions 
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ACINE - Sean Langley points to a rolled-up mat on top of 

the closet in his new home, a reminder of his life on the 
Langley learned from other homeless people never to sleep 
directly on the ground or a bench, to always place your sleeping 
bag on a mat to prevent body heat from fatally draining away. 


“If | can’t imagine my son 
being homeless, I can’t 
imagine someone else’s 
son being homeless. Most 
vets go on to great things 
after their service but a 
small fraction fall on hard 
times and we owe them for 
their service.” 
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Doe judge 
withdraws 
himself 
because of 
his tweets 


He made posts before 
he was assigned case 


Patrick Marley and Jason Stein 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - The John Doe judge 
overseeing possible contempt proceed- 
ings of nine state officials withdrew 
from the case Friday because he had 
posted comments about the case on 
Twitter before he was assigned the case 
this spring. 

Jefferson County Circuit Judge Wil- 
liam Hue said he had forgotten about 
the posts until the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel asked him about them on 
Thursday. He said Friday he was disap- 
pointed to be losing an interesting case 
but thought he needed to step aside so 
no one questioned whether the judge 
hearing the case was impartial. 

“I don’t want to be the focus of any 
attention here,” Hue said. 

Attorney General Brad Schimel filed a 
report in court this week seeking con- 
tempt proceedings against nine govern- 
ment officials for allegedly mishandling 
millions of pages of records they gath- 
ered in an investigation that was sup- 
posed to be kept secret. 

In addition, Schimel said the Office of 
Lawyer Regulation should consider pro- 
fessional sanctions against Shane Falk, 
who until 2014 was an attorney with the 
now-disbanded Government Account- 
ability Board. 

Falk said Friday he reported the issue 
to legal regulators himself so they could 
look into the issue. He contended he had 
acted appropriately and the Republican 
attorney general had misrepresented 
what had happened. 

“Of course, it is not true, but with how 
he cherry picked emails in his report, it 
doesn’t seem that way,” Falk said by 
email. 

Falk and the others had been investi- 
gating whether GOP Gov. Scott Walker’s 
campaign had illegally worked with 
conservative groups in recall elections 
in 2011 and 2012. The state Supreme 
Court in 2015 found nothing illegal had 
occurred and shut down this probe, 
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‘Exceptional’ firefighter dies 


Lt. Kristin Ciganek-Schroeder led by 
example as she battled cancer. 3A 
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Bucks rally for victory 


Milwaukee erases an 11-point deficit late 


in the third quarter to beat Dallas. 1B 
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Flurries. 4C ©2017 


CERTIFICATES! I 


= CHANDELIERS 414-933-0808 ° 2015 W. St. Paul Ave. ° Milwaukee ° www.bbclighting.com ¢ Latest Styles ¢ All Brands Available * Open Mon-Sat 9-5, Sun 11-4 


Volume 136 | Issue 24 
Home delivery pricing inside 
Subscribe 844-900-7103 


Daily $2 City and suburbs 
a) 2 and il elsewhere 


1000'S OF 
FANS & LIGHTS! EMERSON 


